George Kelly Elementary School

8th Grade Science
  August 2018
Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year!  In 8th grade science, we will be studying Genetics and Heredity, Evolution, Astronomy, Force and Motion, Waves and Chemistry. We are focusing on the new science standards (NGSS).  We will have in-class and at-home projects.  Each month students will get a monthly project to work on.  It is individual project and is based on the topic we are learning in class.  This project will help students to practices and reinforce the skills/standards learned in class. 
As a student in 8th grade Science, several classroom expectations and procedures need to be explained.  In order to guarantee all students an equal opportunity to learn to his/her maximum potential in the safest and most successful learning environment they deserve, below is the basic information about the expectations for 8th grade science.
Teacher’s Goals:
· I will provide a safe and respectful environment in which to learn.

· I will provide interesting and exciting activities to all students.

· I will treat all students with respect and will help all students grow both as scientists and as people.

Class Expectations:
· All students will DO THEIR BEST and try hard!

· Students will complete all assigned work on time.

· Students will ask for help when they need help.   
· Use technology only as directed by your teacher.
· Students will come to class with a positive attitude.
· Students will follow the classroom procedures.
Classroom Procedures:
· Be seated and prepared to learn when class begins.

· Be respectful to others and their property.

· Have only learning materials out when in class.

· Enjoy food and drinks outside of the classroom.  Bottled water is allowed.

· Raise your hand to be acknowledged before you talk or get out of your seat.

· Keep your lab tables and the classroom neat and clean.
Active class participation is crucial to learning.  Each day students are engaged through the use of scientific and engineering practices to strengthen connections to the core concepts. We will maintain a classroom atmosphere that supports and reinforces the attitude of reflection, respect for logical thinking, and consideration of scientifically based alternate explanations. 
Discipline:   
“Positive classroom discipline” is the policy in science class. The discipline in science class is progressive. Generally the consequences for behavior start small but, repeating same type of disruption will be referred to the administration and may lead to suspension. 
Supplies used in Classroom:
Note book, Binder paper Agenda or planner, 2 pencils, blue or black pens, and red pen. White board and white board marker, and Science Text Book.  Additional items you may find useful are a ruler, color pencils, hi-liters, Dry-Erase markers, an eraser, and a calculator.  
Academic Standards:
Students are expected to do their best.  Not only is completing the assignment important, but quality and neatness are also taken into account.  

Cheating will not be tolerated.  Zero credit will be given to the assignment and possible parent contact may be warranted.
Grading Scale

100 - 90%

A

89 - 80%

B

79 - 70%

C

69 - 60%

D

59% and below
F

Assignments and Absences:
· All assignments are due on time.  Late assignments will not be accepted.

· Assignments that are sloppy, illegible, do not have the proper heading, or are written in anything other than blue or black ink will not be accepted.  Work that is turned in with frayed edges will also not be accepted.

· If a student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to ask for missing work, check the assignment calendar, or get missed notes from the teacher or a friend before or after class.  Per school policy, students have one day for each day they were absent from class to make up and hand in missed work, notes, etc.

Laboratory:
· Performing laboratory experiment is a part of Science. It is extremely important to maintain a safe educational environment. 
· It is ESSENTIAL THAT YOU LISTEN TO ALL INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE YOU BEGIN THE LAB.  If you don’t understand something, ASK! 
· Each student is responsible for maintaining his/her workspace and materials they use in a clean and neat manner. 
· It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to return materials to their proper places. All supplies and lab equipment must be put away at the end of class or when instructed to do so. Failure to comply will result negatively in your grade. 
· Never smell, taste, feel or handle any kind of lab materials unless instructed to do so by a teacher. 

Donation:
George Kelly has a “hands-on” activity approach to teaching science.  This approach involves the use of many supplies. I am requesting a donation for lab materials, to continue the success of our science program. Your donation with money or supplies is greatly appreciated.  Here is the list of materials needed for our projects/activities;

· white copy paper             

· glue sticks

· markers

· masking tape

· Ziploc bags
· duct tape

· tissues
· scissors

**The information described in this letter is for the Science Class.  Your AGENDA has further details about ALL school policies in the STUDENT HANDBOOK section.

Thank you again for taking the time to read and review the information in this letter with your child.  I am looking forward to getting to know your child this year!  If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year about your child’s progress or behavior, please feel free to call me at 830-3390 and leave a message or email at gkaur@tusd.net  I will respond as soon as possible.  Please keep this information for reference during the coming year.  I ask you and your child to sign and return this page for my records.  Thank you!

Sincerely,
Gurleen Kaur
Mrs. Gurleen Kaur
Science Teacher

gkaur@tusd.net
Please sign and return this page


We have read the welcome letter from the GKE Science Department and understand the class procedures and expectations.  We have stated any questions below.

Student Signature __________________________________  Date _______________________
Student Name _____________________________________



Parent/Guardian Signature ___________________________


Parent/Guardian Name ______________________________  Email ______________________
Thank you for your time!

Gurleen Kaur                        
Mrs. Gurleen Kaur (


Date___________________________
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